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Our Mission
To encourage the informed and active participation of citizens in government,
and to influence public policy through education and advocacy

ACTIONACTION-PACKED MONTH AHEAD!
Chris Straton
President@lwvcolliercounty.org

Personally, I think that we are facing one of the most
important elections in my lifetime. Floridians are electing every U.S. Congressman, a U.S. Senator, our
Governor and entire Cabinet, our State Representatives, local judges, School Board members, and a County Commissioner.
Will the U.S. House and Senate continue to be controlled by the party of the
President? Will Florida continue to have a one-party Governor, State House
and State Senate? It is our choice – so be sure to VOTE! Meet the winners
of the local races at “Wine with the Winners” … then—before we forget what
we’ve learned, help plan our activities for the 2008 election! See page 2 for a
Voter Service update.
November also brings many non-election-related opportunities to get involved and learn about our community.
Hear how the drug culture influences today’s youth with the Justice Committee (page 4) … Learn about local healthcare services for children with the
Social Policy Committee (page 6) … Consider the power of the South Florida
Water Management District at our next Hot Topics lunch (page 5) ... And after getting charged up about the challenges to our environment, join the Government or Natural Resources Committees — or both! — for kick-off goal
setting meetings (pages 5 and 3).
At our November 20 General Meeting, Dianne Wheatley-Giliotti, President
of the Florida LWV, will update us on our lawsuit against the Florida Secretary of State, League priorities for the 2007 Legislative Session, her goals for
the state League, and more. Come to the Norris Center at 11:30 a.m. to socialize; lunch at noon. ($15 for members; $20 for non-members, due to an
increase in cost by our caterer.) Reservations required, which must be honored or cancelled by 11/16 to avoid being charged. RSVP to 263-4656 or
Hospitality@lwvcolliercounty.org.
Finally — save the date! Celebrate the December Holidays with Leaguers,
friends and spouses with an enjoyable evening of fun, food and fund raising
on Wednesday, December 6 from 6 – 8:00p.m. at the home of Hospitality
Chair Nancy Wolfe. Bring a beverage, finger food to share and $10 per person (page 8). Proceeds will be used to offset the national dues increase we
decided not to pass along to our members.

SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, 10/30
Welcome Back Lunch
Wednesday, 11/1
Justice Committee
Tuesday, 11/7
ELECTION DAY
Wednesday, 11/8
Social Policy
Committee
Wednesday, 11/8
Wine with the Winners
Friday, 11/10
Hot Topics
Tuesday, 11/14
Government Committee
Wednesday, 11/15
Prospective Member
Information Session
Wednesday, 11/15
Voter Service
Committee
Friday, 11/17
Natural Resources
Monday, 11/20
General Meeting
Wednesday, 12/6
Holiday Party
See page 8 for details
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As you all know, the League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan political organization. We don’t endorse
candidates for office, but we do take positions on issues. Please tell your friends to Vote No for Constitutional Amendment 3 (see page 3) and Vote
Yes for Conservation Collier (see October Voter).
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This past month, the Voter Service Committee has
been busy with get-out-the-vote activities and educating the public for the upcoming elections.
We formed a get-out-the-vote partnership with the Greater Naples
Chamber of Commerce, launching a series of email communications to
The Chamber’s more than 1700 member businesses.
I represented the League with a talk titled “Be Prepared: Issues for the
November Election” at a meeting of the National Council of Jewish
Women – Naples/Marco Section. (We’d love to do more of this. If you’d
like us to address one of your organizations, let us know.)
We hosted “Lunch with the School Board Candidates,” which gave us
the opportunity to get to know the candidates better and gave them a
chance to hear first hand what was on our minds. On November 8, we’ll
have “Wine with the Winners” for a continuation of this theme. (See
page 8 for details). No, no, no....I do have more on my mind that just food
and drink -- these gatherings are great ways to advance our mission “to
encourage the informed and active participation of citizens in government.”
Our website is a one-stop shop for election-related information.
Spread the word! At www.lwvcolliercounty.org, you can find:

* * * * * * * * * * * *
•

a summary of the constitutional amendments, pros and cons, and
League positions on each;

•

the election edition of the Florida Voter, with information on state-wide
candidates and positions;

•

candidate surveys with answers from school board, county commission, mosquito control, fire district, and circuit court judge candidates;

* * * * * * * * * * *

•

access to replays of candidate forums;

“ALL

•

voter registration, absentee ballot, and polling place information; and more.

The VOTER is published
monthly from October
through April by the League
of Women Voters of Collier
County. Editor & Publisher:
Sandy Parker. Next issue:
December 2006.

POLITICS
IS
LOCAL...”
LATE U.S.
HOUSE SPEAKER
TIP O’NEILL

With only weeks to go before the election, it’s not too soon
to begin thinking about 2008! Join me for lunch on
Wednesday, November 15, when we’ll begin planning for
the 2008 season. (See page 8 for details.)
Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org
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NATURAL RESOURCES — Protect Our Waterways & Estuaries
By Nicole Ryan and Bonnie Michaels, NaturalResources@lwvcolliercounty.org

At our October meeting, the
Natural Resources Committee discussed the protection
of our watersheds and estuarine resources – specifiCocohatchee
cally
the
slough.

Three major development
projects will have a major
impact on the Cocohatchee
slough: Mirasol, Terafina
and Parklands.

Do you recall the controversy over the previous verHistorically, the Cocohatchee slough was 20- sion of Mirasol, which contained a large crooked
miles wide flowing from Lee through Collier drainage ditch? In late 2005, the U.S. Army
County, out the Cocohatchee River to the Wig- Corps of Engineers denied the project, based in
gins Pass estuary system. The slough is impor- part on the tremendous impacts of this ditch.
tant because it slowly
While the re-made Miratakes freshwater to the
sol project took out the
Gulf, storing floodwater,
ditch, it did not deLWVUS Policy Position on
supplying water at times
crease impacts and acNatural Resources
of low flow, filtering poltually proposed addilutants and supporting
tional wetland impacts.
Promote an environment beneficial to life
biologically diverse and
through the protection and wise
After learning that the
economically important
management of natural resources
Mirasol
project would
flora and fauna. Due to
in the public interest.
destroy over 650 acres
development and agriof wetlands within the
cultural operations, the
Cocohatchee
slough,
current slough has been
much constricted from the historical natural con- we recommended that the LWVCC get involved
in supporting the protection of the slough sysfiguration.
tem. The Board unanimously approved writing a
The Wiggins Pass estuary and the Cocohatchee letter to the South Florida Water Management
River are designated “Outstanding Florida Wa- District (SFWMD) asking their Governing Board
ters,” meaning that no degradation of their water to deny the Mirasol Environmental Resource
quality is permitted under state and federal law. Permit (ERP). Unfortunately, the District GovBut such degradation has occurred and is occur- erning Board approved the ERP on October 12.
ring due to lax enforcement. To avoid further (See November Hot Topics on page 5.).
degradation and begin bringing these water bodies back into compliance with water quality stan- The Natural Resources Committee is committed
dards, further introduction of pollutant loadings to monitoring these projects as they move
should not be allowed through Corps and South through permitting and approval. Mirasol must
come back to the Collier County Board of County
Florida Water Management District permitting.
Commissioners for their Planned Unit DevelopThe focus needs to be on restoration and bring- ment (PUD) extension. We will be keeping a
ing these water bodies back into compliance with close eye on this project and making further recwater quality standards. Therefore, adding de- ommendations to the Board.
velopment with further introduction of pollutants,
and the further constriction of the already diminREADY, SET, GO! Goal setting and opportunity to
ished Cocohatchee slough is counterproductive,
hear from members about their passions/interests.
especially since the Cocohatchee slough is conThere are many issues to address and we want your
input. November 17, 11:00-12:30, Conservancy.
sidered to be a priority for western Everglades
RSVP:
NaturalResources@lwvcolliercounty.org.
Restoration in Southwest Florida.
Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org
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JUSTICE — Did You Know Drugs Are a Communicable Disease?
By Bernice Schmelz — Justice@lwvcolliercounty.org
Children catch it from other
children!
According to
Amanda Smith, Executive
Director of the Substance
Abuse Coalition of Collier
County:

both CBS and PBS. He has appeared on "60
Minutes," "48 Hours," "Good Morning America,"
"Today," "The Ted Koppel Show," and "Phil
Donahue."

League members are invited to attend this important presentation on November 1, 2006, in the
• Every third day, in 2005, a School Board Meeting Room of the Dr. Martin
child in Collier County went Luther King, Jr. Administrative Center
to the hospital as a result of a drug or alcohol (located behind Barron Collier High School
and north of Osceola Elementary School).
overdose.
There is no admission charge.
• The use of inhalants in
Collier County middle
The Justice Committee
schools has almost
will be attending the
doubled from 12% in
LWVFLA Policy Position on
1:30 - 3:00 p.m. ses2002 to 21% in 2004.
Justice in Florida
sion in lieu of its regu• Approximately 85% of
lar November meeting.
Support a juvenile justice system that
all juvenile cases in
encourages prevention and diversion
The presentation is tarCollier are substance
and recognizes the special concerns
geting anyone who
abuse related.
of children and their families.
works with youth, and
• The United States, with
there is another presenA 2006/2007 Program Goal for the Justice
5% of the world's popuCommittee is to support programs for
tation at 6:30 p.m. for
lation, consumes 50%
those who have been court-referred and
the community including
of the world's drugs
who need continuing care and help for
parents.
with an average first
substance abuse.
time use at age 12.
Bob Stutman's presenOn November 1, 2006
the Substance Abuse Coalition of Collier County
and the Collier County Public Schools will provide
a special anti-drug presentation for our community. Retired DEA agent Bob Stutman will talk
about the fact that today's young people are
growing up in a different world than we did. He
will share up-to-date information about drugs
such as "Special K" and the "Hug Drug" and information about practices like "Pharming,"
“Huffing" and "Fruit Salad Parties." Bob has been
the Special Consultant on substance abuse for

tation gives us a unique
opportunity to learn
more about substance abuse, a problem for families and the community.
If you are attending the 1:30 session and would
like to participate in a discussion following the
presentation, please contact me by October 30 at
Justice@lwvcolliercounty.org so that I can make
arrangements.
Hope to see you there.

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org
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GOVERNMENT — Hot New Season Begins
By Sandy Parker — Government@lwvcolliercounty.org
Do you think our government is representative?
Accountable?
Responsive? The public policy
position of the League of
Women Voters of the
U.S. on representative
government is to promote
an open governmental

ment District: Protector or Protagonist?”

The headline read “Water District approves Mirasol permit revision.” Despite opposition from
every environmental organization in Collier
County, the League of Women Voters of Collier
County and over 1000 emails asking that the permit be denied, the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Governing Board, consisting of 11 members appointed by the Goversystem that is just that.
nor, unanimously approved the water district perGovernment Committee Kicks Off the Season mit. They even praised the developer.
on November 14
Who are these people,
Do you share my passion
what powers do they
for good government —
have, why do the Collier
LWVUS Policy Position on
or just want to know more
County Commissioners
Representative Government
about where we live?
want them elected inPromote an open governmental system
stead of appointed, and
that is representative, accountable and
Our focus this season will
why now?
responsive.
be on local government.
How are our interests
Join us Friday, Novemrepresented in Collier
ber 10 at noon at the
County and in the Florida
Collier Athletic Club
Legislature? Who are the players? What issues when Chris Straton leads a discussion of these
are they addressing? How do these govern- questions. Lunch ($16; $21 for non-members).
ments operate? How effective and accountable
In January, we’ll launch a new series called
are our elected officials?
“Lunch with Leaders,” an opportunity to speak
We’ll officially launch the new season with an or- informally with local elected officials. January 10
ganizational and planning meeting at my home in with Clerk of Courts Dwight Brock … February 14
Olde Cypress on Tuesday, November 14, from with Supervisor of Elections Jennifer Edwards …
9:30 – 11am. I hope you’ll plan to join us!
and more to come.
Meanwhile, “Hot Topics” continues with a ses- RSVP to Government@lwvcolliercounty.org by
sion co-sponsored with the Natural Resources 11/8 for Hot Topics; 11/12 for Kick-Off Meeting.
Committee titled “South Florida Water Manage-

FLORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS — VOTE NO ON 3
WHAT DOES AMENDMENT 3 DO?
Amendment 3 limits the rights of Floridians to amend their Constitution.
Amendment 3 would require that future amendments to Florida’s Constitution pass by 60 percent of
the voters, putting an unfair burden on citizens who want to place important issues on the ballot.
Well-heeled opposition and lobby groups will pour millions into counter-campaigns, calculating that a
40 percent NO vote can be bought and paid for.
Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org

LWVCC VOTER - November 2006

Page 6

WORKFORCE HOUSING — LWVCC Study Underway
By Kathleen Slebodnik - WorkforceHousing@lwvcolliercounty.org
After our summer hiatus, the workforce housing
study committee is ready
to resume its mission to
study the issue of affordable/workforce housing in
Collier County.
Our goal is to present our
findings to the membership
at the Annual Meeting next
April. Between now and
then, we will present a program at the December
General Meeting and offer all members the opportunity to participate in discussions on this
topic.
We are now in the process of writing consensus
questions. If consensus can be reached, we will

have a local position on this issue, and we will
be able to take action, such as speaking before
the Board of County Commissioners, writing letters to the newspaper, speaking before groups,
etc., when plans are presented.

As you are aware, this is a critical issue in Collier
County, as well as in many counties in Florida.
The study and action process is why our publicly
announced positions are taken seriously and
why our organization is held in high regard.

SOCIAL POLICY — Focus on Access to Healthcare for Children
By Ann Campbell — SocialPolicy@lwvcolliercounty.org
Access to health care for
Collier’s children is the subject of the first meeting of
the Social Policy Committee
this season.

The issue of health care services in our community has been a priority concern of the Social
Policy Committee for several years in support of
positions taken by National and State League.

In an effort to learn as much as possible about
the gaps in health care,
we have met with a
number of agencies in
LWVUS Policy Position on Health Care
Collier County. At our
Alessandri, RN, NursNovember 8 meeting
Promote a health care system for the U.S.
ing Director of Chilwe will ask Erica to dethat provides access to a basic level of
dren’s Medical Serscribe
the
services
quality care for all U.S. residents and
vices (CMS), will adcontrols health care costs.
available at CMS, which
dress our group on
is part of the NCH
Wednesday, NovemHealthcare System. We
ber 8 at Crissy’s Wild
hope to learn about the
Side Café. As usual, we will have a breakfast types of patients seen there, how payment is
meeting at a cost of $8.50 per person including covered, how special needs are handled, and
tax and tip. The meeting usually runs from 8:00 more.
am to 9:00 am. All LWVCC members are welcome as well as guests. To reserve a place, While the hour is early, the breakfast is excellent
please contact Ann Campbell at Social- and members are happy to be up and out after
Policy@lwvcolliercounty.org by Monday, Novem- the meeting. I hope to see you there!
ber 6.
Erica

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org
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WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!
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IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO MAY BE
INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR LEAGUE, PLEASE CONTACT ME.
THE NEXT INFORMATION SESSION FOR NEW AND PROSPECTIVE
MEMBERS WILL BE HELD AT MEDITERRA ON WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 15 … 10:00 – 11:30AM

A warm welcome to the following new members
who joined our league since the last Voter was published!

Edward Frick
Coral Aiken-Miller
Robert Evans
Mary Carol Brown
Barbara Fletcher

CONTACT INFORMATION
CAN BE FOUND IN THE
“FOR MEMBERS” SECTION
OF OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.LWVCOLLIERCOUNTY.ORG

Join the League of Women Voters of Collier County Today!
___ Individual membership -

$60.00
___ Family membership (two
individuals at same address) - $90.00
___ Student membership $30.00
___ Associate membership (for
persons under 18 years of
age, persons who are noncitizens, and members of
other Leagues who are
seasonal attendees of the
LWVCC) - $30.00

How would you like your contact information to appear in our records?
Name

_________________________________________

Address

_________________________________________

City/State/Zip

_________________________________________

Phone Number _________________________________________
Email Address _________________________________________
Please let us know your area(s) of interest so we can keep you informed about
upcoming events:
Education ___
Housing ___
Justice ___
Social Policy ___

Government ___
International Relations ___
Natural Resources ___
Publicity ___

Hospitality ___
Membership ___
Office Administration ___
Voter Services ___

Please mail this form with your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF COLLIER COUNTY , P.O. Box 9883, Naples, FL 34101

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org
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League of Women Voters
of Collier County
P. O. Box 9883
Naples, FL 34101
Tel 239-263-4656

E-mail: lwvcc@lwvcolliercounty.org
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Date & Time

Description

Place

Monday, 10//30
11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Welcome Back Luncheon — Cash bar, lunch ($20 members/ $25 nonmembers) and a welcome back presentation by the Board. RSVP to Hospitality@lwvcolliercounty.org or 263-4656 by 10/25.

Collier Athletic Club (at The Commons)
710 Goodlette Rd. N. at 7th Ave N.

Wednesday, 11/1
6:30 p.m.

Justice Committee Meeting (p.4) — Our Rapidly-Changing Drug Culture.
RSVP to Justice@lwvcolliercounty.org by 10/30.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Admin. Center, 5775
Osceola Trail behind Barron Collier H.S.

Wednesday, 11/8
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Social Policy Committee Meeting (p.6) – Access to Healthcare for Collier’s Children. Breakfast ($8.50). RSVP to SocialPolicy@lwvcolliercounty.org
by 11/6.

Crissy’s Wild Side Café
5026 Airport Pulling Rd N (Carillon Plaza)

Wednesday, 11/8
5:30 –7:00 p.m.

Wine with the Winners (p.2) — Cash bar. RSVP to Government@lwvcolliercounty.org or 263-4656 by 11/6.

Collier Athletic Club (at The Commons)
710 Goodlette Rd. N. at 7th Ave N.

Friday, 11/10
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.

Collier Athletic Club (at The Commons)
710 Goodlette Rd. N. at 7th Ave N.

Tuesday, 11/14
9:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Government & Natural Resources Committees -- Hot Topics: Southwest Florida Water Management District: Protector or Protagonist? (p.5)
Lunch ($16 members; $21 non-members) RSVP to Government@lwvcolliercounty.org or 263-4656 by 11/8.
Government Committee Meeting (p.5) – Planning session. RSVP to
Government@lwvcolliercounty.org by 11/13 for directions.

Wednesday, 11/15
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Prospective Member Information Session (p.7) – RSVP to Membership@lwvcolliercounty.org by 11/13 for directions.

Mediterra
North Naples

Wednesday, 11/15
12/30 – 2:00 p.m.

Voter Service Committee Meeting (p.2) – Planning session. Dutch Treat
lunch. RSVP to VoterService@lwvcolliercounty.org by 11/13.

Vineyards County Club
North Naples

Friday, 11/17
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Natural Resources Committee Meeting (p.3) – Planning session. RSVP
to NaturalResources@lwvcolliercounty.org by 11/15.

The Conservancy of Southwest Florida

November 20
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.

General Meeting (p.1) -- Buffet luncheon ($15 members; $20 nonmembers). Reservations required – call 263-4656 or Hospitality@lwvcolliercounty.org by 11/16. Reservations must be honored or cancelled before the deadline.

The Norris Center
8th Street across from City Hall

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org

Home of Sandy Parker
North Naples

